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Intern^^H application No 
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L Basis of the report 



r/JP2003/004301 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application"* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



■^-15 . , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



PagCS ■ — . , filed with the letter of _ 

the claims: 

pages 

pages " ' 1 ■ as originally filed 

_ _ tt ' _ > as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

pages 

pages " ' TT ■ , filed with the demand 

' , filed with the letter of 06 February 2004 (06,02.2004) 

the drawings: 

pages 

pages ~~ ~ — — 



1-4 

— — . , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages ~~ " " » ^ ori ginally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the foUoSgTa^guage which „. 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

oTssT 086 ^ ^ tranS,ati ° n PU,P0SeS ° f intematlonal I™""*-* examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

3 - in the international application, the international 

LJ contained in the international application in written form. 

LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

^ S^Si^JS^tt-^ - - BO beyond me disclosure in the 

U inf ° nnati0n reC ° rded " C ° mpUter readab,C fonn " identical to *e written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



* % P !te^J 1 T«o!?£^J!^ fi r! Shed IO ! he reCeiV J ng 0 & ce in r6Sp0nSe " ™ Citation under Article 14 are referred to 
Zd 701V lgmalfy fded and are n0t amexed to this re P° rt they do not contain omendmtnT^uTw.Te 

"Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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7JP03/04301 



m. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1. The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

the entire international application. 

claims Nos. 6. 7. 8 



because: 



I I the said international application, or the said claims Nos. _ 
1 — 1 relate to the following subject matter which does not requi: 



□ 



require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



the description, claims or drawings (indicateparticular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



the claims, or said claims Nos. 



□ by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



. are so inadequately supported 
6JL8 



2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

I | the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

I | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims ^5 YES 

Claims ^jq 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 5 YES 

Claims _ 1-4 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims ^-5 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 2002-331579, A (Bridgestone Corp.), 19 November, 2002 (19.11.02), the claims, [00301 
Document 2: JP, 1 1-79456, A (Gunze Ltd.), 23 March, 1999 (23.03.99), the claims, [0030] 
Document 3: JP, 8-300507, A (Toyo Tire and Rubber Co., Ltd.), 19 November, 1996 (19.1 1.96), the claims 
[0012], [0031] 

Claims 1-4 

The subject matters of claims 1-4 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 1-3 
cited in the ISR. 

The constitution described in claims 1 and 3 in which "an endlessly formed cylindrical elastic belt made 
of an elastic material is thermally pressed on its outer circumferential surface and/or inner circumferential 
surface, for smoothing the circumferential surface(s)" is disclosed in document 1 (the claims), document 2 
(claim 8) and document 3 (the claims). It would have been easy to use the belt as an elastic belt for 
papermaking. 

The constitution as the subject matter of claim 2 in which "the inner and outer circumferential surfaces of 
a belt have a surface roughness of 20 \im (Rz) or less" is considered to be suggested in document 1, considering 
the description that "the surface of a belt made of a resin can be finished to be homogeneous and highly 
precise" in document 1 ([0047]). Furthermore, this constitution is considered to be suggested in document 3, 
considering the description that "if a core mirror-finished on the surface is used, the complicacy of grinding step 
can be avoided ..." in document 3 ([003 1]). 

These constitutions could have been easily used in an elastic belt for papermaking. 
Document 1 or 2 does not describe the particular heating conditions of the thermal press described in 
claim 4, but they are considered to be a mere matter of design variation that a person skilled in the art could 
have, as required, decided for adaptation to, for example, the particular material and size of the elastic belt. So, 
a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of the subject matter of claim 4 from document 1 or 2. 
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of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Claims 

The subject matter of claim 5 is neither described 
a person skilled in the art 



in any of the documents cited in the ISR nor obvious to 



